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Introduction for parents and carers

Which subjects should my 14 year old choose?
Learning for all, learning for life

This term your child will need to make some very important decisions about the subjects he or she
wishes to study over the next two years, leading to GCSE examinations. Naturally, you will want to
do all you can to help and advise.

This booklet is designed to help you and your child make the right decisions. We hope you will be
able to read through it with your son or daughter and help them to make an informed choice. Please
encourage your child to discuss choices with subject teachers and form tutors.

The subjects your child chooses for 14 to 16 are important as a foundation for further learning -
lifelong learning. Even if you are certain your teenager is going to leave school at 16 to find a job
they will still need to learn new skills and knowledge throughout their working career. The majority
of our students, of course, go on to study I.B. or A levels here at Dallam. Most of those that do not
stay go on to college.

So most students will do better studying a broad range of subjects at KS4. Later they can build on
this broad foundation by specialising. The curriculum we offer at Dallam is designed to encourage
this by making sure that each student enjoys a good, balanced range of subjects.

Each student will have the opportunity to study a range of accredited subjects appropriate to his or
her strengths, potential, and preferences. This includes the Core Subjects which every child must
study: English, Maths, Science, a Language, ICT and a short course in RS. We also provide non-
certificated courses in recreational PE, and PSHE. Among the options, as you will see in this booklet,
are subjects from Languages, Humanities, Arts, Technology, Science, and some vocational subjects
which will be new to your child.

Some things for your child to think about:

1 What do | enjoy studying? What are my strengths?

1 Am | choosing the best way of working? (For example, some students perform well in
examinations and others do well in courses that have a lot of work-related learning.)

1 Iflchoose this option now, will it keep more options open later for further study, training or
work?

Some things to consider with your child:

1 Some students might say that they like a subject but really they believe it is an easier option.
¢ KA A A-oarhild will NateSo work hard in all subjects to get a good qualification.

1 Some choose a subject to stay in the same class as friends - but because timetabling
everyone's needs is complex, this may not happen.

1 Some students think they like the subject because they like the teacher. But timetabling (and
the possibility of staff changes) can place them with a different teacher. Your child should be
confident that they will enjoy the subject no matter who teaches it.

The KS4 Options evening is on Thursday 21 January and will be an opportunity for you and your
child to talk to teachers about these choices. Please do contact the school if you require any further
information about option choices



Introduction for Students

What is Key Stage Four?

In September you will start your Key Stage Four ¢ the two years of study that lead to GCSE
examinations. Most of you will then go on to study the International Baccalaureate or A levels here
at Dallam. Some of you may go to college or start employment. Whatever you decide to do the
choices you make now are very important.

Uf _réq gl rfgq "~ mmijcr=

This booklet contains information about the courses that we offer and the choices that you can
make. You should read it carefully and discuss all these options with as many people as possible
before you decide. You should talk, at least, to your parents, subject teachers, form tutor and head
of year.

Why do | have to choose?
LG AayQil LkRaaArofS G2 addzRe Fff 2F GKS adwaSoia &
enough time.
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you like the teacher or because your friend is going to do it. You might not get that teacher or be in
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Make sure you pick subjects you want to do.

So can | choose whatever | want?
Sorry, no! There are some subjects, called the Core Subjects, that everyone needs to study. These
include English, Maths, Science, one Language, PSHE, RS, ICT and PE.

We want to offer each of you a curriculum choice which will be best for you and which will help you

succeed. The subjects you can choose are your Options. You will be able to choose three. These are

Fff GKS 20KSNJ adzo2S0OdGa GKFG &2dz I £t NBF Ré R2® ¢ K S
including the new Diplomas. You will be hearing more about these in school.

For some of you experience of work-based subjects at college might be a better choice, and we also
offer extra support in Maths and English, and a reduced core offer. We will talk to you about these.

Are my choices guaranteed?

MostofyouwillgettheF A NBR G GKNBS OK2A0Sa&a Ay (KS 2LJiAz2ya @&2d
Fff G0KS &ddzmaSOoia gAftf NHzy>X 2NJ GKFG GKSNB gAftf 08
to make sure you choose fourd dzo 2SO0t a (Kl G @& 2dz 4 tifafiyouhahdbieR @ L (1 Qa
the preference form by Friday 5 February so we can take your options into account when we

construct the timetable.
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Here are some suggestions you might want to follow in order to help you choose your option
subjects.

Rfgli _ " msr wmspqcjdg
1 What strengths and weaknesses do | have?
1 Are there new subjects not studied before? What will they be like?
f  What qualifications will | need for where | want to be at 16, and at 18?
71 Inbroad terms, what do | need for my career, as | see it at the moment?

Rfgli _ " msr rfc glbgtgbs_j amspgcqd
1 What is the content of the course?
f  What study methods are used? Do they suit me?
1 What special skills does this subject need?

Consider the changes aheadd
1 Will my subjects be useful if my career choices change?
1 Are my interests going to change as | get older?
1 Which careers am | ruling out by these choices? Is that all right?
1 Is there a good range of subjects to hold my interest?

Get help to decided
{1 Read this booklet carefully.
Studyi KS 0 NR OK dzNB  WHdwio@Hoose optidns ib Yeas K Q
a1 FTROAOS FNBY @2dzNJ LI NByidaz e2dz2NJ 6SF OKSNE =
+AaAld GKS aoOK22ft OFNBSNEQ fAONI NEO®
Look at the Diplomas booklet
Look on the Cumbria 14-19 Area Prospectus (http://cumbria.futures4me.co.uk)

=A =4 =4 4 =

Important Dates

1 Thursday 21 January Key Stage 4 Options Evening.
1 Diploma Taster days 22-28 January
1 Friday 5" February KS4 preferences form returned to school.

Glossary
Here is an explanation of some of the words and phrases used in this booklet.

core subjecg a subject which you must study to GCSE level

courseworkg exam work which you do during the course, usually assessed by your teachers

final examinationg an assessment which you complete at the end of the course

Key Stage € Years7to 9

Key Stage 4 Years 10 and 11

National Curriculuny the subject areas which every student in England must study

NVQc an alternative to a GCSE course, usually done on a work or college placement

optional subjectq a subject which you can choose to study to GCSE level

short coursec a GCSE course which is worth half a normal GCSE

specificationg the information you have to know and the things you must be able to do by the end
of the course

tier ¢ the level of exam you are entered for ¢ Foundation or Higher.


http://cumbria.futures4me.co.uk/

Qualifications

At Dallam we offer a variety of different COURSES:
1 Short Course GCSE
1 Dual Award GCSE
1 Single Award GCSE
1 Vocational Qualifications

Most students at Dallam will study for a total of 10 ¥» GCSE awards.

Most of our subjects are Single Award GCSEs, which count as one GCSE grade.

A Short Course GCSE counts as half a GCSE grade. We currently offer just one Short Course GCSE, in
RS, in the core subject offer, although students may opt to take a full GCSE course.

We offer one vocational course, in Health & Social Care, which counts as a dual award-GCSE
qualification.

Additional courses

We offer a range of exciting and appropriate additional and alternative courses. These usually
involve a day or more out of Dallam School and are delivered at partner schools, colleges and other
facilities.

We will attempt to ensure that students choosing alternative courses will be able to attend all of
their English, Maths and Science classes; however access to optional courses and subjects such as
P.E. will be limited.

Diplomas are brand new qualifications which are linked to a broad employment sector. They will
appeal to all styles of learning and combine theoretical and applied learning. This year Students can
choose to study for a Diploma in:

9 Business Administration and Finance
Construction and the Built Environment
Creative and Media
Engineering
Environment and Land Based
Hospitality
Society Health and Development

9 Sport and Active Leisure
Diplomas are delivered one day a week andcexcept for Environment and Land Basaghot at
Dallam School and will combine with other Courses in the options and the core at Dallam. At Higher
Level they are officially equivalent to 7 GCSEs A*-C, although it is possible that they will not be
recognised as such by all colleges and employers. TKSNBE Q& Ay FTF2NX I A2y Ay (KS
booklet and detailed information sheets available for further details about each subject area.

=2 =4 =4 =4 4 4

Study Plus Maths is a new course which some students who are at risk of missing out on a vital C
grade at GCSE maths will be encouraged to take as one of their options. The course will be taught in
a varied and stimulating way with additional individual support.



We also offer a number of courses to all students who are interested in and would benefit from a

more vocational, work-related approach to their education.

These include NVQ courses at level one in subjects such as Hair and Beauty, Construction,

Motor Vehicle, and Catering. These take one full day a week at Kendal College and will reduce the
number of optional GCSES you can take.

The ACE (Appropriate Curriculum Extension) programme offers a wide range of practical courses

which usually take one day a week throughout the South Lakes Federation of Schools and lead to
vocational qualifications. This may be combined with extended work experience when more
appropriate than a full GCSE programme.

There are Young Apprenticeship courses available in Sport, Performing Arts and Catering.
These are courses not delivered at Dallam and are equivalent to 4 GCSEs .

our Asdan COPE course, in school, provides individual support for a small group of students
towards a GCSE equivalent qualification in a broad range of personal skills.

A small group of students who need more help to get the best out of their core subjects will be

offered supported study instead of the full range of optional courses.

For a small group of students for whom a traditional GCSE in a foreign language is not appropriate

we also offera GCSE equivalent Modern Foreign Languages course in place of
the Core offer.

More information about these courses is available from the school. Please ask.

If you are interested in any of these options make sure you talk to your teachers about them and
mark your preference sheet accordingly.
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Core Subjects

All students take
1 English and English Literature
f Mathematics
f Science

All students continue to study at least one Language from
Y French
 German
9 Spanish.
You must choose a language that you have studied at Key
Stage 3.

All students continue with their study of

1 Religious Studies

9 Information and Communication Technology

9 Physical Education
In the OPTIONS students can choose to do full GCSEs in
Information and Communication Technology, Physical
Education, and/or Religious Studies. Students who choose
these options will also do the subject in CORE.

There is a PSHE/Tutorial period each week for each form with their form
teacher.



ENGLISH

COURSE & BOARD GCSE English - AQA Specification A
ASSESSMENT 1 Understanding and Producing Non-fiction Texts: Externally examined
9 Speaking and Listening: Controlled Assessment
1 Understanding Spoken and Written Texts and Writing Creatively:
Controlled Assessment
COURSE CONTENT GCSE English is split into three Units
Understanding and Producing Non Fiction Texts: The unit is externally
examined. Candidates have to answer reading questions on three to four
reading sources. In the writing section they have to complete two
compulsory writing tasks: one short task and one longer one.
Speaking and Listening: Candidates will be assessed on three equally
weighted activities:
9 Presenting
9 Discussing and Listening
1 Role Playing
Understanding Spoken and Written Texts and Writing Creatively: This unit
is split into three separate parts:
T Extended Reading: Candidates choose one task from the Controlled
Assessment Bank. This will relate to a text they are also studying for
English Literature.
T Creative Writing: Candidates choose two tasks from the Controlled
Assessment Bank.
9 Spoken Language Study: Candidates choose one task from the
Controlled Assessment Bank. Students can deliver their response in
written or oral format.
HOMEWORK 2 x 45 minute homeworks per week. Occasionally there is some flexibility
with this depending on coursework deadlines.
COURSEWORK & Controlled Assessment tasks will take place in January and June. Speaking
DEADLINES and Listening tasks will be assessed at any point in the course when the
teacher feels that the students are ready to be assessed. Unit One will be
assessed through external examination in November 2011. If necessary
students will have the opportunity to re-sit this unit in June 2012.
ESSENTIAL PERSONAL | Students are encouraged to buy an A4 folder (the department sells lever-
EQUIPMENT arch files with dividers for £1.00). This allows students to be more organised
when moving between different course components.
EXTRA-CURRICULAR Theatre trips School magazine
OPPORTUNITIES Author visits / creative writing workshops
Reading mentor scheme with younger students
PROGRESSION AT 16+ Dallam Sixth form:

9 English is, of course, a core subject at IB at both Higher and Standard

levels.

9! [S@St 9y3aAftAAK [AGSNY GdzNB 0

grade).

T ! [S@St aSRAIF {(idzRASE& O6YAYAYd
The essay writing and general communication skills developed in this course
areessentiallife-a { Af t & ! W/ Q IANI RS 2N I 6
for many college courses. The ability to express yourself clearly in written
and verbal forms will help you achieve success in many courses and careers.

9



ENGLISH LITERATURE

COURSE & BOARD GCSE English Literature - AQA
ASSESSMENT English Literature is split into five units:
Units 1, 2 and 4 are externally examined
Units 3 and 5 are Controlled Assessments
COURSE CONTENT 9 Unit One: Exploring modern texts. In this unit candidates will study
two modern texts, one of which will be based on exploring different
cultures. Modern in this context is defined as post -1945.

9 Unit Two: Poetry across time. In this unit candidates will take a
skills-based approach to poetry, learning how to make an informed
personal response to a range of poems.

9 Unit Three: The significance of Shakespeare and the English
Literary Heritage. This unit will be assessed by means of Controlled
Assessment. Candidates will submit one task chosen from the
G2LIA0A Ay (GKAA dzyAliod ¢lala o
Shakespeare with one other text from the English (Welsh or Irish)
Literary Heritage.

9 Unit Four: Approaching Shakespeare and the English Literary
Heritage. In this unit, candidates will consider texts from the
English Literary Heritage, one of which will be a play by
Shakespeare. This unit allows candidates to appreciate why some
texts have enduring appeal and how the social, historical and
cultural context of the text informs its content.

9 Unit Five: Exploring Poetry. This unit will be assessed by means of
Controlled Assessment. Candidates will submit one task chosen
fromthetopicsAyY (G KA & dzyAlGd® ¢l ala oA
contemporary poetry with poems from the English (Welsh or Irish)
Literary Heritage.

HOMEWORK 2 x 45 minute homeworks per week.
COURSEWORK & This is a new specification and the course arrangements have yet to be
DEADLINES finalised. The dates for controlled assessment and examination will be sent
to parents in July 2010.
ESSENTIAL PERSONAL Students are encouraged to buy an A4 folder (the department sells lever-
EQUIPMENT arch files with dividers for £1.00). This allows students to be more
organised when moving between different course components.
EXTRA-CURRICULAR Theatre / cinema trips
OPPORTUNITIES Author visits
Reading mentor scheme with younger students
School productions
PROGRESSION AT 16+ Dallam Sixth-form:

9 English is, of course, a core subject at IB at both Higher and
Standard levels.

f 9y3IftAaK [AGSNI GdzZNB 6 YAYAYdzy
The analytical essay writing skills developed in this subject are also useful in
many other subjects, including media studies, history and philosophy, as
well as many college courses.

10




MATHEMATICS

COURSE & BOARD

GCSE Mathematics ¢ Edexcel ¢ 2MBO01 - Modular.

Higher Tier is primarily for students with KS3 levels of 6, 7 and 8, who will go
on to get GCSE Grades A* - C.

Foundation Tier is primarily for students with KS3 levels of 6 and below, who
will go on to get GCSE Grades C to G.

However, please note that Modules can and will be taught at the
appropriate tier for each class and every student, which may differ in
different Modules.

ASSESSMENT

Module 1: Statistics and Probability
One exam paper, marked out of 60, calculator allowed ¢ 1hr 15 minutes.
Examined June or November 2011* (30% of total GCSE).

Module 2: Number Algebra and Geometry - 1
One exam paper, marked out of 60, calculator not allowed ¢ 1hr 15 minutes.
Examined March 2011* (30% of total GCSE).

Module 3: Number Algebra and Geometry - 2
One exam paper, marked out of 80, calculator allowed ¢ 1hr 30/45 minutes.
Examined March or June 2012* (40% of total GCSE).

Each Module may be re-examined once more in the subsequent exam
session (Exam sessions are in March, June and November).

* Please note that module exam sessions are provisional and may be altered
following the publication of this course in May/June 2010.

COURSE CONTENT

The Mathematics course is based on the National Curriculum.

Numerous different topics are studied for Number, Algebra, Geometry,
Statistics and Probability.

9F OK LI LISNI gAftf y2¢ aasSaa addzRS
knowledge of mathematics and to interpret, analyse and solve problems.
Elements of functional mathematics have been embedded into the new
specification and assessments. This introduction ensures that all students
have the skills they need to use mathematics in real life contexts.

HOMEWORK

Homework will be set at least once per week.

Students have homework books and an interactive CD copy of the textbook -
which can always be used for revision, review of previous topics and also to
complete extra work or extension material.

We also subscribe to www.mymaths.co.uk and some homework will require
access to this website. (Username: dallam, Password: twenty)

COURSEWORK &
DEADLINES

None.

ESSENTIAL PERSONAL
EQUIPMENT

Pen, pencil and a ruler are required in all lessons.

Calculators should be kept in school bags everyday so that can be used in all
lessons when required (these can be purchased from Student Services).
Pair of compasses and other geometrical equipment are advisable.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES

Revision sessions are also scheduled during and after school close to
examinations.

www.mymaths.co.uk is available to revise and review.

Maths Homework and Support Club runs during lunch time most days.

PROGRESSION AT 16+

International Baccalaureate Mathematics is offered at 3 levels: Higher (GCSE
grades A*), Standard (GCSE grades A) and Maths Studies (GCSE grades B and
C). ALevel Maths is available for Students achieving at least a Grade B.

11



http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/

SCIENCE

There are three different Science courses available this year.

1 The Dual Award which is worth 2 GCSEs. Students who choose this option will still be very
well-prepared to study Physics, Biology and or Chemistry at IB or A Level.

9 Students who are passionate about Science and have reached a high level 6 may wish to opt
for the Triple Award. This combines the Core science with two hours from one of the
available options, making seven hours a week in total.

9 Students who would benefit from a more vocational approach to Science may choose the
GCSE Science with Environmental and Land Based Science (ELBS) option.

Your teachers will be pleased to offer you advice about these options.

SCIENCE: DUAL AWARD - Core choice for majority of students

COURSE & BOARD 9 GCSE Science (year 10) ¢ OCR followed by
 GCSE Additional Science (year 11) - OCR

ASSESSMENT D/ {9 {OASYyOSY H 9EGSNYI.t yYRENXY &S
GCSE Additional Science: 2 External exam 66%, science research topic 13%, data
task 17%, practical skills 4%.

COURSE CONTENT The course is worth two GCSEs and covers the requirements of the national
Curriculum. It builds on the work done in years 7 to 9, and includes Biology,
Chemistry and Physics units that are spread evenly through years 10 and 11.
Students are generally taught by a team of teachers, allowing staff to teach the
subjects in which they have the greatest expertise.

HOMEWORK In years 10 and 11 we set two homework tasks, each of about 30 to 40 minutes
duration per week.

COURSEWORK & There will be a number of newly devised internally assessed tasks, both research

DEADLINES and practically-based, to be covered in lesson time and at home. Deadlines will
be set well in advance of the tasks commencing.

ESSENTIAL PERSONAL The following equipment is essential: -

EQUIPMENT Pen, pencil, ruler, eraser, calculator.

Students will be informed if additional equipment is useful for certain topics.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES

Students may have the opportunity to visit places of scientific interest. They may
also attend lectures and scientific demonstrations.

PROGRESSION AT 16+

The syllabus provides a firm foundation on which to begin IB courses and A Level
courses in the Sixth Form.

SCIENCE and Environmental and Land-Based Science

COURSE & BOARD

9 GCSE Science (OCR) AND

I GCSE Environmental and Land-Based Science (ELBS) (OCR).
These two GCSE sciences are taught in parallel across years 10 and 11 and are
both modular. External module examinations are sat in June of year 10 and in
January and June of year 11.

ASSESSMENT

D/ {9 {OASYOSY H SEGSNyI- f RSEJI?\y’é 0K&
GCSE ELBS: 3 external exams 50%, e-portfolio of practical skills, work related
report and investigative project 50%.

COURSE CONTENT

GCSE science builds on the general science taught in years 7 to 9 and includes
Biology, Chemistry and Physics modules. The GCSE ELBS course covers
environmental and land-based topics including, for example, agriculture,
horticulture and animal husbandry

Cont.

12



HOMEWORK In years 10 and 11 we set two homework tasks, each of about 30 to 40 minutes
duration per week.

COURSEWORK & There will be a number of newly devised internally assessed tasks, both research

DEADLINES and practically-based, to be covered in lesson time and at home. Deadlines will
be set well in advance of the tasks commencing.

ESSENTIAL PERSONAL The following equipment is essential: -

EQUIPMENT Pen, pencil, ruler, eraser, calculator and appropriate clothing and footwear for
practical work and visits.
Students will be informed if additional equipment is useful for certain topics.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR Students will have the opportunity to visit farms and other places of scientific

OPPORTUNITIES interest. They may also attend lectures and scientific demonstrations. They will
tend a small vegetable plot in the school grounds.

PROGRESSION AT 16+ Many students will progress to land-based courses at agricultural college or to

work-based training.

SCIENCE: TRIPLE AWARD- Option for students with high Level 6 and above

COURSE & BOARD Board: OCR Gateway
I GCSE Biology
GCSE Chemistry
 GCSE Physics
ASSESSMENT GCSE Triple award: External exams 2 biology papers, 2 chemistry papers and 2
physics papers worth 66.6% and a coursework element worth 33.3%.
COURSE CONTENT The course is worth three GCSEs and covers the requirements of the National
Curriculum. It builds on the work done in years 7 to 9, and includes Biology,
Chemistry and Physics units that are spread evenly through years 10 and 11.
Students are generally taught by a team of teachers, allowing staff to teach the
subjects in which they have the greatest expertise. This will be taught within the
core time (5 hours) and as part of an option block with an additional 2 hours.
This course is demanding and students will be expected to cover the topics at a
fast pace so they need to be very self motivated and have secure high level
knowledge.
HOMEWORK In years 10 and 11 we set three homework tasks, each of about 30 to 40 minutes
duration, per week.
COURSEWORK & There will be a number of newly devised internally assessed tasks, both research
DEADLINES and practically-based, to be covered in lesson time and at home. Deadlines will
be set well in advance of the tasks commencing.
ESSENTIAL PERSONAL The following equipment is essential: -
EQUIPMENT pen, pencil, ruler, eraser, calculator.
Students will be informed if additional equipment is useful for certain topics.
EXTRA-CURRICULAR Students may have the opportunity to visit places of scientific interest. They may
OPPORTUNITIES also attend lectures and scientific demonstrations.
PROGRESSION AT 16+ The syllabus provides a firm foundation on which to begin IB courses or A Level

courses in the Sixth Form. It is particularly aimed at students who wish to study
science post-16, although it will not be a requirement.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION: Core

COURSE CONTENT

A wide range of activities, as in the KS3 programme, is on offer, including
football, netball, hockey, rugby, tennis, athletics, cricket, rounders and
swimming. There are new activities too ¢ dance, weights and fitness, aerobics,
and trampolining.

Students will have the opportunity to have their work certificated with the
Junior Sports Leadership Award.

A big difference from KS3 it that students will be able to choose their activities.
We usually offer three or four activities at any one time, depending on student
numbers. So, if you really enjoy dance, for example, you will be able to select
it more than once in the two year programme. Equally, if dance is not for you
then you need not select it at all.

The Junior Sports Leadership Award is an opportunity to develop team and
leadership skills within the activities you have chosen. Students are
encouraged to lead active warm-ups and to run small parts of the session ¢
perhaps teaching a skill and even helping to run a tournament.

This is a certificated course and can be extended in the Sixth Form with the
Community Sports Leadership Award and the Higher Sports Leadership Award.
lff 2F GKSasS INB NBO23ayArAaSR @SNe

EXTRA-
CURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES

The PE department will continue to offer a wide range of activities, some
team-based and others for recreation. All students are encouraged to maintain
an active and healthy lifestyle.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment is continuous and for each activity chosen.

You will be assessed on acquiring and developing skills; selecting and applying
skills within the activity; evaluating your own performance and that of others;
developing fitness and understanding how it is maintained; and, finally,
adopting roles such as coach, official, organiser, referee, and scorer.

PEKIT

Kit is exactly the same as in Y9. However we do offer students the opportunity
to buy a personalised T shirt with their name on the back. This way they never
lose their shirt and they wear it with pride!
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES: Core Short Course

COURSE & BOARD

GCSE Religious Studies (Short Course) - AQA

ASSESSMENT

Examination ¢ One Paper in Two Parts. 1 hour 45 minutes

COURSE CONTENT

This course is called Religion and Life Issues. It is split into 6 parts and considers how
religions react to the different challenges and opportunities that life gives us. As
well as being highly interesting, it also develops and supports the skills being taught
in your other options choices. We use a lot of discussion to delve deeper into the
issues, so well thought through opinions are always welcome!

The units encourage you to reflect upon a huge range of life issues including topics
such as animal life ¢ is it ever right to test on animals? And would you have the
same view if it was a loved one? We also consider how religions respond to
environmental issues and prejudice ¢ do they encourage it or are their beliefs
fundamentally opposed? Do followers follow their theories? Then we consider the
controversial issues of the right to life and the debate of Abortion ¢ could both sides
KIS @1 fAR LRAy(GaKk Ly (2RI & Qnarandh &
peace, and the impact that religions might have on both. Finally we also consider
the impact of religious belief, or lack of, on young people.

Throughout the course, you will be able to show your knowledge and understanding
of each issue through studying the relevant religious teachings, voluntary groups
and organisations. The critical skill of presenting balanced and reasoned answers
are also taught by considering a variety of viewpoints which may exist within
religions and even secular responses. We also analyse the legal positions of religions
and the relationship between religious beliefs and the actions in the lives of
believers.

HOMEWORK

Given weekly.

COURSEWORK

No coursework.

ESSENTIAL
EQUIPMENT

Pen, pencil, ruler and exercise book.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES

n/a

PROGRESSION AT
16+

The course provides a good basis for the Philosophy and Theory of Knowledge
section of the IB.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY: Core

COURSE & BOARD AQA GCSE in ICT (Business and Communication Systems)

ASSESSMENT Online skills test, 67%
Written exam paper, 33%

COURSE CONTENT You will learn how to apply all the skills you have learned in Years 7 to 9, as well as
learning new skills relating to the production of more complex documents.

HOMEWORK Research and preparation for practical tasks as well as revision of the examination
topics.

COURSEWORK No coursework as all the assessment is at the end of Year 11.

ESSENTIAL A USB pen drive for saving work.

EQUIPMENT

EXTRA-CURRICULAR | Extra skills sessions will be provided when they are needed.

OPPORTUNITIES

PROGRESSION AT This course will help with all subjects and could provide a basis for A level

16+ Information and Communication Technology.
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LANGUAGES: Core and Option

COURSE & BOARD

GCSE* French, German or Spanish ¢ AQA

WHY STUDY LANGUAGES?

Not everyone actually speaks English! Being able to speak even a
small amount of a foreign language could help you when travelling or
62Nl Ay3 ALK LIS2LX S FNRY I|yz2i
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English at all. 3.5 million jobs in the UK depend on trade with Europe ¢
so studying a language or two could make a big difference to your
future job prospects!

COURSE CONTENT

The GCSE course is based on the following topics:
Personal Information

Future Plans, Education and Work

Customer Service and Transactions

Media and Culture

Sport and Leisure

Travel and Tourism

Business, Work and Employment

=A =4 =4 4 4 -4 4

ASSESSMENT

The Reading and Listening exams will be assessed externally at the end
of Year 11.

The Speaking and Writing exams will be assessed by the means of
controlled assessmentStudents will have to submit to the Exam
Board their best assessments in these two skills from a selection of
controlled assessments completed throughout the course. Therefore
completion of these assessments is obligatory.

COURSEWORK &
DEADLINES

There is no coursework for this GCSE course but there will be
controlled assessments complete at the end of each unit of work
(half-termly).

HOMEWORK

Students will be expected to complete such homework tasks as
vocabulary learning, written tasks and grammar activities.

ESSENTIAL PERSONAL
EQUIPMENT

Pocket bi-lingual dictionary and folders or files for keeping work
organised and secure

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES

We offer all our key stage 4 students the opportunity of participating
on cultural visits or exchanges with our partner schools. In the past

iKSaS KIS tSR (2 +y AYLINRGSY

Additionally, Dallam employs Foreign Language Assistants each year
who give invaluable help to students during and between lessons.

PROGRESSION

The International Baccalaureate, Higher and Standard levels in French,
German and Spanish, build on the GCSE language courses, enabling
students to use their language skills in the future for employment or
tourism.

* A few students for whom GCSE is not appropriate will be able to follow an alternative
course leading to a Level 2 qualification. More information about this is available from school.
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Optional Subjects

Students will usually study three subjects from the options choices. You

should, however, be ready to choose four subjects from those listed on the
Key Stage Four Courses Preference Sheet (last page in this booklet).

You will study these options for two hours a week each.

Languages  We are a Language College and all students are encouraged to continue their
study of a second language to GCSE. We offer French as an option. (Look at the CORE section
for a description of the course).

If you to study two languages you will choose French in the OPTIONS and the language you
started in Y9 in the CORE.

Humanities  Geography, History and Religious Studies are available as full GCSE courses. If
you opt for RS GCSE you will still do the one hour RS in the CORE

Design & Technology  Four subjects are available as full GCSE courses: Catering, Textiles,
Product Design, and Systems and Control. Students are advised not to choose more than

one Design and Technology subject because of the large amount of course work involved.
Please discuss with your teacher if you wish to consider two subjects

Creative and Practical ~ Art, Music, Drama and Physical Education are all offered as full
GCSE courses. If you opt for PE GCSE the one hour PE session in the CORE will also be used
to teach GCSE work with other members of your GCSE group.

Business and Vocational Business Studies, Information and Communication Technology,
and Health & Social Care are available.

If you opt for GCSE ICT you will still do the one hour ICT in the CORE and receive two GCSE
certificates.

H&SC is a dual award GCSE and counts as TWO choices.

Study Plus Maths A fantastic opportunity for students who are capable of gettinga C in
maths but need a little more help. Students will be invited to join this course if it is
appropriate.

Alternative offers  If you choose to follow a Diploma course one of your options must be
taken for Functional Skills lessons in Maths, English and ICT. Choosing a Diploma, NVQ or
other alternative curriculum course will reduce the number of options you are able to take.

We do oumbest to ensure that all students following alternative curriculum anesioéf
choices are able to follow the CORE entitlement in English, Maths and Science in school.
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ART AND DESIGN

COURSE & BOARD

GCSE Art and Design AQA

WHY CHOOSE ART
AND DESIGN?

What other course allows you to design and paint a skateboard, create a dress out
of paper and plan your own fashion shoot, digitally manipulate your photos for a
CD cover and paint a canvas of your granny? GCSE Art and Design is an exciting
course that allows you the creative freedom to explore your own ideas, express
your feelings and develop new skills and techniques. The course equips you with
many transferable skills such as creative thinking, problem solving, analysis,
evaluation and observation. It is an important part of any well balanced
curriculum.

COURSE CONTENT

You will gain a broad based experience and will be given the opportunity to work
in the following areas of Art and Design:
9 Fine Art (drawing, painting,

printmaking)
9 Graphic Design M Textiles
9 Sculpture/ceramics 9 Digital photography

M Two and three
dimensional design

ASSESSMENT

Your work and progress will be regularly assessed throughout the course in line
with the four AQA Art and Design assessment objectives:

9 Develop ideas through analysis and investigation

9 Experiment with media and processes

1 Record observations

9 Present a personal response
Homework is marked weekly with an effort grade, potential GCSE grade and

target for improvement given. Class work is marked at regular intervals and
individual verbal teacher feedback is given during every lesson.

COURSEWORK AND
DEADLINES

Coursework is 60% of the final grade. Coursework starts at the beginning of Year
10 and continues until December of Year 11. Students are expected to complete
2-3 projects of coursework.

The examination, which is worth 40% of the final grade, is in the form of a project
and runs from January to May of Year 11. It culminates in a 10 hour examination
where a final piece of work is produced.

HOMEWORK

Homework is set weekly. You will be expected to spend at least one hour a week.

ESSENTIAL
PERSONAL
EQUIPMENT

You will need to buy the following:

1 A4 hardback sketchbook (available from school approximately £2.50)

1 Drawing pencils and pens, coloured pastels, chalks, paints, crayons. You
can buy a selection of materials from the Art Department. More
information in the summer term.

Also, a digital camera and Adobe Photoshop are extremely useful.

EXTRA-
CURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES

Art Club at lunchtimes and after school; visits to galleries and participation in
artist led workshops.

PROGRESSION AT
16+

This course prepares you for employment and / or post-16 courses in Dallam Sixth
Form. (IB Art and AS/A2 Art and Design qualifications)

GCSE Art and Design can provide useful skills in many areas of employment and in
recent years students from Dallam have gone on to study many art related
courses to degree level including Architecture, Fashion Design, Sculpture,
Textiles, Graphic Design and Fine Art.
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BUSINESS STUDIES

COURSE & BOARD

GCSE Business Studies ¢ OCR Business Studies

WHY CHOOSE
BUSINESS STUDIES?

Business studies is a vibrant, exciting academic course which fits well with
GKS ySSRa 2F (2RlI&Qa SYLX 2&8SNAO®
selections including foreign languages, ICT, history and geography. The
course gives an opening to the world of commerce and enterprise and is
strongly orientated towards marketing and enterprise. The course must be
seen as an academic equivalent to subjects such as history of geography and
has a demanding workload. However the maths content should not put
anyone off this subject as it is very basic.

COURSE CONTENT Part 1 ¢ Marketing and Enterprise including analysis of markets and business
planning.
Part 2 ¢ Business and People including structures of businesses, employment
and motivation.
Part 3 ¢ Production, Finance and External Business Environment including
the role of the government and environmental concerns.
Uses a mixture of taught lessons, practical activities and case studies. We
aim to make it relevant and fun!

ASSESSMENT Part 1 - controlled Assessment task, mixing your own research with work
done in class and then written up in class time over the last few lessons of
Autumn term in Year 10. 25% of the total.
Part 2- exam taken in the summer of Year 10 and available as a re-sit in
January. 25% of the total.
Part 3 ¢ Exam paper taken in June of Year 11. 50% of the total.
Mock exams will be set.
The course is supported by a very well written text book with very helpful
examples of exam style questions and hints as to how to answer them.

HOMEWORK Homework will be set on a weekly basis.
Homework is designed to reinforce class learning and allow students to
demonstrate their full ability.

ESSENTIAL PERSONAL Pen, pencil, ruler, calculator

EQUIPMENT Coloured pencils can be useful

EXTRA-CURRICULAR Business competitions are entered and selected students will have the

OPPORTUNITIES opportunity to represent the school. Trips to see a real business in
operation are organised during years 10 and 11. External speakers are
invited to present on specific subjects.

PROGRESSION AT 16+ Business and Management is included in the International Baccalaureate

and can be taken at both Higher and Standard level. AS/A2 Economics and
Business Studies is currently offered at Dallam 6" form.

This can lead to university courses in the subject and related courses. For
those going into vocational or work-based training post 16, Business studies
will be useful in almost every career. It gives an understanding relevant to
organisation from the NHS to a small company.
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CATERING

COURSE & BOARD

Catering G.C.S.E. Full course: W.J.E.C.

ASSESSMENT

1 60% Practical Assessment 1 40% Terminal Examination

COURSE CONTENT

This course has a very strong practical element and students will be expected

to carry out regular practical work for which ingredients will be required. We
also work closely with a professional chef and have links with Kendal College
Catering department, enabling pupils to strengthen their skills further and gain
experience of working in an industrial kitchen.

Areas of stydy: 5 )

¢ KS §&fyoR atmhdiink.kB

W26 NRBfSasx SYLX 2eYSyd 2L NIdzyA
| St GKZ alFSGeé FyR Ke3aAaSySo
C22R LINBLINIXGA2yT O221Ay3 YR L
bdzi NAGA2Y YR YSydz L I yyAy3o

[/ 2a0Ay3 YR LR2NIA2Y O2yUNRf @
{LISOALFEtAAG SldALIYSYGo®

I 2YYdzy AOF GA2Y YR NBO2NR {SSLAY
OYPANRYYSyYyilltf O2yaARSNIdAz2yaod

eegeeeeegcee

HOMEWORK

Homework will be set on a weekly basis and will be related to all topics and
projects. It will take the form of planning, revision for tests, written tasks and
other extension work appropriate to the course. There is regular, formal
testing of subject knowledge / processes throughout the course.

COURSEWORK
AND DEADLINES

UNIT 1: Catering skills related to food preparation and service

Two practical tasks selected from a bank of six WJEC set tasks. Internally
assessed using WIJEC set criteria and externally moderated.

45 hours in total. (60%)

Practical Task 1 ¢ This will take place in the Summer Term of Year 10  (20%)
Practical Task 2 ¢ This will take place towards the end of the Spring Term in
Year 11. (40%)

UNIT 2: Catering, food and the customer

Written Paper 1 % hours: One paper which will be externally set and marked.
All questions compulsory and targeted at the full range of GCSE grades. The
paper will contain short-answer, structured and free response questions
drawn from the catering content. (40%)

ESSENTIAL
PERSONAL
EQUIPMENT

ChefQWhite Jacket, Hat & Apron (Approx £15 - £20 available through school)
Standard Technology kit

A pen drive would also prove extremely beneficial in order to transport ICT
related coursework files to and from home.

An A4 ring binder file

Ingredients for practical work will be required approx. every other week.
Access to reliable recipe books.

EXTRA-
CURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES

Opportunities to visit Kendal College Catering Department & work in an
industrial kitchen using large equipment.
Cumbrian Young Chef of the Year Competition

PROGRESSION AT
16+

This course will be of particular use to pupils considering catering as a career
and is excellent preparation for those hoping to attend a catering course at
College post 16.
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DRAMA

COURSE & BOARD

GCSE Drama - Edexcel

ASSESSMENT

There is no written examination involved in GCSE Drama. This GCSE course
involves a large amount of practical drama work and this is reflected in the
forms of assessment that you will encounter. Teacher assessed coursework
contributes 60% towards your total grade. The coursework compromises of
12 hoursof assessedpraci A OF f f Saazyasx u SgI ¢
practical workshops and one written response to live theatre. All of the
coursework must be completed under controlled conditions, supervised by
the teacher, during timetabled lessons. The final assessment is a
performance examination. A visiting moderator will assess you on your
chosen drama skill and this mark will contribute the remaining 40% to your
final grade. The course will be completed before you leave school in May.

COURSE CONTENT

The content of the GCSE Drama course is very varied. During your studies
you will embark on a practical exploration of a range of drama skills as well
as developing your knowledge of topical themes and issues. As part of the
course you will devise your own pieces of original theatre, experiment with
practically interpreting a range of plays and develop your skills in
performance support options such as costume, make up and lighting.
There is an introductory module to drama in year 10 so even if you have
not studied drama since year 8 you will be able to participate in and enjoy
the course.

HOMEWORK

Homework takes a range of forms throughout the course. You may be
asked to undertake a practical task such as collecting together specific
items of costume, finding an appropriate piece of music or researching an
idea on the internet. Coursework is completed during lesson times and
therefore is not set for homework.

COURSEWORK AND
DEADLINES

The practical and written components of your coursework must be
completed by May. However studies towards your coursework will begin
as soon as you enter year 11 in order to give you time to progress and
achieve your best possible mark. Coursework, practical and written, is
completed during lesson times. You will be encouraged to gradually
compile your portfolio throughout the course in order to ensure that you
do not receive coursework at a time when you face deadlines from other
subjects. The practical examination can occur between March and May.
You will be given time to prepare your performance and your teacher will
then negotiate the deadline with the examination board to serve your best
interests. You will meet regularly with your teacher throughout the course
to discuss your progress and level of achievement in drama.

ESSENTIAL PERSONAL
EQUIPMENT

Drama relies on personal qualities rather than equipment. You must be a
well-motivated person who can work well individually and in a team. Good
attendance is essential as you will often be working on extended projects.
Most importantly you must have enthusiasm, energy and imagination.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR

As a GCSE Drama student you will have numerous options to take part in

OPPORTUNITIES extra curricular activities. Current students have enjoyed visits to the
theatre, chances to take part in workshops run by professional actors,
performances presented at local venues as part of national competitions
and the showcasing of their talents to other Dallam pupils in assemblies.

PROGRESSION AT The GCSE in Drama is solid preparation for further studies and the 1B

POST 16+ Theatre Arts course. Moreover the course has much wider applications

because of the transferable skills that students acquire during their studies.
Skills such as the ability to work as a team or to speak confidently in public
can prove useful in a range of further studies and career pathways.
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GEOGRAPHY

COURSE & BOARD

AQA GCSE Geography Specification B (4035 ¢ Higher and Foundation Tier)

ASSESSMENT

1 Unit 1 Managing Places in the 1 Unit 3 ¢ Investigating the

C21st Shrinking World

1hr exam. - 25% of total marks 1 hr exam. ¢ 25% of total marks
9 Unit 2 ¢ Hostile World 9 Unit 4 Controlled Assessment

1 hr exam. - 25% of total marks 25% of total marks

COURSE CONTENT

Unit 1: Mangging places in thg 21st Century. II1 an increflsingjy global,
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and the effect that the emergence of Mega Cities have on issues such as
pollution.

Unit 2: The Hostile World¢ Here we look at our radically changing climates
and consider how we might react should the world of today become similar
to the Ice Age of yesterday. We then also study the various extreme
environments that make up our world t how do we, and others, cope?

Unit 3: The Shrinking Worldt In a world of increasingly dwindling resources,
INBE RNI &aGAO0 OKIFy3aSa ySSRSR AT 4SS
globalisation will we all end up eating, drinking and acting the same, or can
local traditions and individuality survive?

Unit 4: Fieldwork cand finally-A 6 Q& y 203G 2dzad GKS2 NJ
investigation and controversial key issues

Geographical Issues Investigation ¢ Controlled assessment task based on
either energy or water ¢ the two issues that war might well be fought over in
the next century.

HOMEWORK

One piece of homework is given per week. This will vary from research pieces
and individual study to examination style questions.

COURSEWORK

No coursework.

ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT

Pens, pencils, ruler, colours and highlighters.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES

Fieldwork will be undertaken in year 10 ¢ this will be either a one day or
residential visit and will be used to collect data for unit 4.

Geography related opportunities include Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
and Get Global, which is an International extra-curricular group that takes
part in working on links with schools in other countries such as Ghana and
Chile.

PROGRESSION AT 16+

This course leads perfectly onto the IB Geography course (Higher or Standard
level) or AS/A2. Some of the topics in these are completely new, whilst others
build on GCSE.

Geography is a popular, enjoyable and useful subject in its own right, and one
which combines well with many other subjects, such as Biology, History and
Business as it bridges the gap between the Arts and Sciences. It is highly
regarded by employers and universities for both its content and transferable
skills.

In the Sixth Form we run a residential field trip in Year 12 to support the
theory of the course and over the last few years we have seen many of our
students go onto university to study Geography either as a single subject or in
combination with others.
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

COURSE & BOARD

GCSE Health & Social Care Double Award ¢ OCR

This subject is taught in twoption blocks and is worth two GCSEandidates
who gain Grades D to G will have an award at Foundation Level 1

Candidates who gain Grades A* to C will have an award at Intermediate Level 2.

ASSESSMENT

One of the benefits of Vocational GCSEs is that they provide the opportunity for
students to participate in related work experience of part of the portfolio work.
In Health & Social Care there are two portfolios produced. There are also two
examinations in Health & Social Care one at the end of Year 10 and one at the
end of Year 11.

COURSE CONTENT

There are four exciting units:

Unit One: Health, social care & Early Years provision - Portfolio of Evidence -
30% of the GCSE.

Looking at what services are available to the public from the young baby to the
elderly grandparent. You will be looking at how these services work, and how
you think they can be improved.

Unit Two: Understanding Personal developments and relationships ¢
Externally assessed unit at the end of Year 10, worth 20% of the GCSE. Here you
will be looking how humans develop and relate to each other ¢ from the stages
in development of a baby to a hormonal teenager to a stressed out Mum!

Unit Three: Promoting health and well-being ¢ Portfolio of Evidence ¢ worth
30% of the final GCSE marks.

Asks the questions, just what is good health? You will look at the different
factors that affect this, and, just as a Health Care Professional (like a nurse)
would, you draw up a Health Plan to improve the health of your client ¢ yes,
they will be a real one!

Unit Four: Safeguarding and Protecting Individuals ¢ Externally assessed unit
at the end of Year 11, worth 20% of the GCSE.

The focus of this unit is to help develop awareness on safeguarding and
protecting individuals particularly those who are most vulnerable. You will
consider who is at risk and why people are ill treated. You will also learn how to
recognise potential risks to safety and how to reduce risks in care settings. The
other area covered is infection control which also provides you with the
opportunity of practicing First Aid.

HOMEWORK

You will get homework each week, but it will cover a variety of exciting tasks
such as compiling questionnaires, and investigating different issues.

COURSEWORK &
DEADLINES

There will be one portfolio completed in Year 10 and one portfolio completed
by the end of the Autumn term in Year 11.

ESSENTIAL
EQUIPMENT

You will need all the basic writing equipment and ring binder folders to keep
class and homework as part of your course.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES

There will be visiting speakers, trips to care settings and possible work
experience. You may also want to extend your knowledge by completing work
placements during the weekends or in the holidays. This course will help you if
you want to work in any care industry.

PROGRESSION AT
16+

What is it useful for?
As it is about people, it is something that you will find useful throughout your
life. Itis particularly good for anyone who wants to go into nursing, the police,
social work, teaching or a job that requires them to work with other people.
Because of the interviewing skills needed, it is also good for people who want
to go into the media ¢ television and journalism.
We also offer Health & Social Care as an A Level subject in Dallam Sixth form,
providing a natural progression from the GCSE course.

Vocational studies - providing a Head Start in the world of work.
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HISTORY

COURSE & BOARD

GCSE History - OCR

ASSESSMENT

2 examinations.
1 piece of controlled assessment (25%).

COURSE CONTENT

Although history is about the past, we make it relevant to issues today. Our
course covers events between the years 1906 and 1991. It sounds like a long
time but some big things happened!

The key question is did people learn from the mistakes of the past or are we
doomed to repeat them?

We start by looking in depth at Britain between the years 1906 and 1918, a
period of massive social and political change. Our Controlled Assessment
looks at the impact of the Individual ¢ in this case we focus on the Russian
Revolution when an ancient dynasty was destroyed in what appeared to be a
GSNE &aK2NI GAYS X odzi sk a AdG O
the death knell of this regime?

The second in depth study is on Germany under the Weimar Republic and
Hitler. The core study is of the collapse of the Old Order at the end of World
War One, the rise of the dictators and then through the era of the Cold War
to the destruction of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of Communism.

HOMEWORK

Youwillgetabodzi cn YAydziSa 2F K2YSg2N]
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ideas together to form reasoned conclusions.

COURSEWORK

None ¢ Controlled Assessment (completed in class in 8 hours) forms 25% of
your final grade.

ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT

Standard writing equipment. Text books provided by the school.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR Naturally, there are history clubs that you can join across the county. History

OPPORTUNITIES will also be a benefit to activities that require dedication and independent
thought. Revision classes in the term preceding the examination and during
the Easter Holidays.

PROGRESSION AT 16+ International Baccalaureate History is offered at both Higher and Standard

levels. A Level History is another option.

Employers love it!

Employers are often not too concerned about what subjects you have
studied, but what skills you have learnt.

Universities love it!

Universities want to know that you have the skills to approach any subject
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help any subject that you want to study.
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Independent work and thought

Organisation ¢ of notes, time and ideas

Constructing arguments

Analysis ¢ of evidence

Supporting your points with facts

Ability to see links and changes over time
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY: Option

COURSE AND BOARD OCR National ICT, Level 2 First Award, (06324)

ASSESSMENT Project 1, ICT skills for business 67%
Project 2, Animation and computer graphics for web use 33%
There are no final examinations for this course.

COURSE CONTENT All course content and assessment materials are online and much of the
activities are completed online using our VLE (web site)
Project 1: ICT skills for business. This first unit covers business use of ICT
and you will produce business documents using all the main office
applications as well as some web design software.
Project 2: Animation and computer graphics for web use. This unit
explores the technical aspects of animation and video for internet use
and you will learn how to produce short, web optimised, video as well as
many animated features to enhance web pages.

HOMEWORK Research and preparation for coursework tasks.

COURSEWORK AND Project 1, ICT skills for business, to be completed and moderated by May

DEADLINES year 10.
Project 2, Animation and computer graphics for web use, to be
completed by May year 11.

ESSENTIAL PERSONAL A USB pen drive for saving work. Web access is needed for the on-line

EQUIPMENT tasks in this course.

EXTRA CURRICULAR Extra coursework production sessions will be provided when they are

OPPORTUNITIES needed and there will be advanced technique workshop sessions at
various times during the course.

PROGRESSION AT 16+ This course provides an excellent foundation for A level ICT and is also a

qualification which teaches many skills which are useful in college and
employment.
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MUSIC

COURSE & BOARD

GCSE Music ¢ AQA

ASSESSMENT

Unit 1 (20%) Listening to and Appraising Music

Unit 2 (20%) Composing and Appraising Music

Unit 3 (40%) Performing Music

Unit 4 (20%) Composing Music

COURSE CONTENT

The AQA GCSE in Music contains four different units of work. The course
structure means that 40% of GCSE marks are for performing skills, 30% for
listening and appraising skills, and 30% for composing skills.
There are three Strands:

M The Western Classical Tradition

' Popular Music of the 20" and 21% Centuries

1 World Music
And five Areas of Study:

1 Rhythm and Metre

9 Harmony and Tonality

9 Texture and Melody

9 Timbre and Dynamics

9 Structure and Form
Course delivery is around the three strands and five areas of study, and
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music.

HOMEWORK

Homework set for GCSE students is usually in the form of private study,
background reading on various topics, compositional work and preparation for
performances. Students will also be expected to complete set written tasks
along with regularly having lessons on their main instrument/s.

COURSEWORK &
DEADLINES

There will be:

I One written exam - 1hour in length (Listening to Music) based on the
three strands and five areas of study

1 One composition ¢ Linking to a strand and two or more areas of study
¢ 20 hours controlled time

1 One solo performance ¢ no longer than 5 mins in length

i One group/ensemble performance ¢ no longer than 5 mins in length

I One free composition ¢ linking to two or more areas of study

All coursework is submitted to external moderators in May of Year 11. The
Music Department will set deadlines throughout the course to make the
workload manageable.

ESSENTIAL
PERSONAL
EQUIPMENT

Writing materials
Musical Instrument for composition and performance sessions.
Revision guide, usually priced £4.00

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES

There are numerous musical activities to become involved in while completing
a GCSE in music, such as unigue Vocal groups, Jazz bands, Folk groups,
orchestral groups, Musicals or what about starting up your own band!
Individual instrumental tuition is provided for GCSE students.

PROGRESSION AT
16+

This course prepares students for employment within the Music Industry;
IB Music at Standard and Higher level in the 6" form; and many other music
arts-based subjects.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION: Option

COURSE & BOARD

GCSE Physical Education ¢ AQA
This course runs in conjunction with the compulsory short course GCSI
form afull GSCE in Physical Education.

ASSESSMENT

60% Practical Assessment. 4 sports assessed on practical skills +
performance within a game, an understanding of the rules and coaching
and improvement of other students.

40% Written 1.5 hour examination.

COURSE CONTENT

2 hours practical per week. Over the 2 years, students will look at
approximately 10 sports. Students are assessed in all sports but only the
best 4 scores go towards the GCSE. Students must complete a project on
improving their own fitness. They must also complete 2 coaching and
improvement sheets related to their own performance.

The theory is one lesson per week. Topics relate to improvement in fitness
and performance, psychological improvements, drugs in sport, sponsorship,
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HOMEWORK

Theory work ¢ 1 hour per week + analysis of performance + project work.

COURSEWORK AND
DEADLINES

Practicals are assessed throughout the year.
Project on Health and Fitness is due by the end of first term in Year 10.
The two coaching and improvement forms are due by end of year 10.

ESSENTIAL PERSONAL
EQUIPMENT

Full sports kit ¢ indoor and outdoor. A specific GCSE polo shirt is offered
with your name embroidered on the back.
File, worksheets and textbook are all provided.

EXTRA- CURRICULAR

As you have probably already experienced, there are a range of extra-

OPPORTUNITIES curricular clubs and teams: rugby, football, netball, hockey, rounders,
athletics, cricket, tennis, weight training, gymnastics, swimming,
trampolining. We encourage you to attend and even help with coaching
and organisation.

PROGRESSION AT 16+ | You can go on to study PE at A level. This can lead on to University places

like all other A level courses. Many of our students go on to study Physical
Education, Sports Science, Leisure Management, Physiotherapy and Sports
Development.

College Courses are also available in Sport & Recreation and Football &
Rugby academies.

Some students have gone on to be Sports & Fitness instructors and even
worked in the field of outdoor and adventure activities.

Other active careers - police, Armed Forces, teaching or sports related
careers in media, sponsorship, event management and sports design.
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PRODUCT DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

COURSE & BOARD GCSE Product Design AQA: Full course 3544

ASSESSMENT 60% Coursework
40% Written paper
There will be 1 Tier of entry:

A* - G grades available

COURSE CONTENT This course will allow candidates to specialise in the focus area of product
design where they will learn about a range of materials, manufacturing
processes, techniques and technologies and to use them as appropriate to
the design and make process.

Assessment objectives will include:

9 Analysing and evaluating products and processes

1 Designing, making quality products in quantity

1 Knowledge and understanding of materials, components and processes
9 Social, cultural, moral and environmental issues with Technology

Also includes more specialised strands such as:

1 CAD/CAM

9 Design and market influences

9 Industrialised / machine practices

9 Properties and characteristics of wood, metal and plastics

In addition to the above, candidates willbe assesi SR Ay (KS
of:

I Communication

1 Application of number

9 Information Technology

There is regular, formal testing of subject knowledge / progress throughout
the course.

HOMEWORK Homework is set on a weekly basis and will be related to all topics and
projects. It will take the form of research, planning, revision for tests,
written tasks and other extension work appropriate to the course.

COURSEWORK AND Year 10 projects ¢ Practical units to improve Isometric / 3 dimensional

DEADLINES drawing skills and making / tool handling skills.

Year 11: One Major Project coursework chosen from an exam board list,
deadline February half-term of final year.

ESSENTIAL PERSONAL Standard technology kit plus an A3 folder. A 1Gb or larger flash drive would

EQUIPMENT also prove extremely beneficial in order to transport ICT related

coursework files to and from home.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES

Possibility of design or manufacturing based industrial visits.
After school project classes during final year.

PROGRESSION AT 16+

IB technology at standard or higher level in Dallam 6" form. Any design or
manufacturing based qualification / career path
NVQ / Apprenticeships; ONC / HND design courses
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES: Option

COURSE & BOARD

AQA GCSE Religious Studies (Full Course)
This course runs in conjunction with the compulsory short course GCSE tduibrm
GSCE in Religious Studies.

ASSESSMENT

ReligiousStudies ExaminatiogTwo Papers. 1 hour 45 minutes each paper.

COURSE CONTENT

This course is called Religion and Morality and focuses on up to the minute issues
that individuals and society are dealing with today. This is essential in the 21* century
where in a large number of countries trade and diplomacy can only happen with an
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We look at ethical issues and dilemmas such as:

Matters of Life ¢ Is it ethical for a 62 year old woman to have a long awaited child via
IVF? Is it right to use genetic engineering to find cures for disease? The Elderly and
Death ¢ Is it right to let people suffer? Should human life be valued at all cost? Is
there enough care & support for people? What is the role of the family in caring for
the elderly? Drug Abuse¢52Sa OF yyl oAa fSFR (2etWKlI
effects on society? What are the issues concerning obtaining drugs and the effects on
other people? Crime and Punishment ¢ Are ASBOs working? Should we bring back
hanging?! Rich and Poor in British Society ¢ What causes poverty in Britain today?
Who is responsible for the poor? World Poverty ¢ Why is there poverty in less
economically developed countries? Why do religious believers care for the poor in
other countries? To name but a few! A lot of our time is spent discussing our ideas
and feelings while checking that we are forming our opinions based on rational
argument and detailed knowledge.

What will I learn in Religious Studies?

You will have the opportunity:

9 To explore and discuss some of the key issues that face us today

9 To have a greater understanding of at least one religion;

9 to think about the meaning and purpose of life;

9 To consider various contemporary moral issues by studying fascinating ethical and
philosophical issues that will broaden your thinking.

What skills can | gain?

You will be able to: Gather information effectively to write essays; organise and
present information; to analyse conflicting sources of information; put forward an
argument and draw conclusions; consider issues from different points of view. After
doing FULL COURSE R.S. you will be a better informed, independent thinker who is a
good listener and a convincing debater. In short, all the skills needed to succeed in
life!

HOMEWORK

Given weekly.

COURSEWORK

No coursework

EQUIPMENT

Pen, pencil, ruler and exercise book. Optional Revision Guides available.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR

Optional Revision sessions outside of school hours.

PROGRESSION AT
16+

1 Taking Full course GCSE will be an excellent platform from to study the Philosophy
and Theory of Knowledge component of the IB and any Humanities or social
science subject at KS5.

1 Religious Studies is valued by universities as an academic subject which is very
skills based, and therefore supports entry to countless degree courses.

1 Inthe world of work employers look for someone with an enquiring mind, an
appreciation of different viewpoints, an ability to come to clear, balanced
decisions. These skills all develop through Religious Studies. Most jobs need you
to work with other people and these are the skills you will be learning through
R.S.
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STUDY PLUS MATHS

COURSE & BOARD

DFES Standards Improvement Course.

This is an innovative and exciting course that is aimed at students with GCSE
targeted grades of C/D/E in Mathematics.

It is an opportunity for students who have the potential to achieve a grade
C in Mathematics but perhaps need a little more support.

Identified students with positive attitudes and good attendance will be
invited to opt to do this course.

We strongly encourage chosen students, and their parents, to take
advantage of this fantastic offer.

ASSESSMENT

The main assessment target is a grade C+ in GCSE maths. Students will also
undertake the Adult Literacy and Adult Numeracy Qualification which is
equivalent to GCSE Grade B at Level 2.

This is an online assessment lasting 2hrs 15minutes and will be sat in
December/January of year 11.

COURSE CONTENT

Study Plus is an exciting new course that aims to motivate and develop
social skills.

Study Plus will support other subjects on a cross-curricular basis and
modules will be tailored to suit each group, but with specific focus on the
Mathematics.

The course will look at Mathematics across the curriculum, especially
practical and real life applications. This will give rise to a number of
excursions, of which some will be to investigate Mathematics in the
workplace.

A Learning Support Assistant will be assigned to this small group as well as a
Mathematics Teacher and both will be a point of contact to mentor and
support each student through their GCSEs.

HOMEWORK

No homework will be set, however students may be asked to continue or
complete tasks and projects throughout the course.

COURSEWORK

None.

ESSENTIAL PERSONAL
EQUIPMENT

9 Pen, pencil and a ruler are required in all lessons.

9 Calculators should be kept in school bags everyday so that can be
used in all lessons when required.
(These can be purchased from Student Services)

EXTRA-CURRICULAR

9 Subject specific support will be offered and available within each

OPPORTUNITIES specific department.
T www.mymaths.co.uk is available to support their GCSE Mathematics
(Username: dallam, Password: twenty).
1
PROGRESSION AT 16+ | A grade C in Maths is required for many further and higher education

courses, and in many lines of employment.

30



http://www.mymaths.co.uk/

SYSTEMS AND CONTROL TECHNOLOGY

COURSE & BOARD

GCSE Systems and Control Technology - AQA: Full Course 3546

ASSESSMENT

60% Coursework

40% Terminal Examination
There will be 1 Tier of entry:
A*-G Grades available

COURSE CONTENT

This syllabus is concerned with problem solving through designing, making
and evaluating Systems Technologies and their applications.

The course includes several generic Design and Technology strands such as:
1 Designing and evaluating,
1 Knowledge and understanding of materials and processes
9 Practical skills
9 Social, cultural, moral and environmental issues within Technology

And includes more specialised strands such as:
9 Electronics
1 Mechanisms and Structures
9 ICT based applications such as microprocessor / computer control.
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9 Communication

1 Application of number

9 Information Technology
There is regular, formal testing of subject knowledge / progress throughout
the course.

HOMEWORK

Homework will be set on a weekly basis and will be related to all topics and
projects. It will take the form of research, planning, revision for tests,
written tasks and other extension work appropriate to the course.

COURSEWORK AND
DEADLINES

Year 10 projects ¢ MP3 amplifier , night-lights, animated point of sale
displays.

PIC programming.

Year 11 includes one major project coursework submission selected from
an exam board set list ¢ deadline February half-term of final year.

ESSENTIAL PERSONAL
EQUIPMENT

Standard Technology kit, plus calculator. A 1Gb or larger flash drive would
also prove extremely beneficial in order to transport ICT related coursework
files to and from home.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES

Possibility of industrial visits
After school project classes during both Year 10 and 11.

PROGRESSION AT 16+

Systems and Control is a very highly regarded GCSE qualification and is
welcomed by both employers and education establishments as it includes
key skills from several D&T areas. In particular, the ability to solve real life
work related problems and teamwork.

Supports any entry to Science and Technology at IB.
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TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY

COURSE & BOARD GCSE: Design and Technology Textiles Technology
- AQA: Full Course 3547

ASSESSMENT 60% Coursework
40% Terminal Examination
There will be 1 Tier of entry:

A*-G Grades available

COURSE CONTENT This syllabus is concerned with problem solving through designing, making

and evaluating textile products; systems and control measures.
The course includes generic Design and Technology strands such as:

9 Designing, making and evaluating

1 Knowledge and understanding of materials and processes

9 Social, cultural, moral and environmental issues within Technology
and includes more specialist strands such as:

T Using specialised equipment, materials and components to make

Textile products

1 Industrial applications when working within the field of Textiles

1 Using computers to aid the design and or making of Textile products
In addition to the above, candidates g A f t 06S | aaS44&SR
of:

1 Communication

1 Application of number

1 Information Technology
There is regular, formal testing of subject knowledge / processes throughout
the course.

HOMEWORK Homework will be set on a weekly basis and will be related to all topics and
projects. It will take the form of research, planning, revision for tests,
written tasks and other extension work appropriate to the course.

COURSEWORK AND In Year 10 modules -

DEADLINES 1 Knowledge & understanding of fibres,

9 Fabrics ¢ manufacture & properties

9 Basic construction processes

T Garment production

9 Design development of accessories
Year 11 includes one major project coursework submission selected from an
exam board set list ¢ deadline February half-term of final year.

ESSENTIAL PERSONAL | Standard technology kit. A pair of dressmaking and embroidery scissors

EQUIPMENT would be useful although these are available at school for use in lesson time.

A flash drive would also prove extremely beneficial in order to transport ICT
related coursework files to and from home. An A3 plastic folder.
Materials for practical work will be required throughout the course.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES

Possibility of industrial visits.
After school project classes during final year.

PROGRESSION AT 16+

This course provides excellent progression to both Technology and Art IB
courses at Standard or Higher Levels in the 6" form. Supports art / design
based foundation courses at FE colleges.
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DIPLOMAS 2010

S I_ F The South Lakes Federation consists of the following partners:

v Baliol School, Cartmel Priory School, Dallam School, John Ruskin School, Kendal
College, Kirkbie Kendal School, The Lakes School, Queen Elizabeth School, The Queen
Katherine School, Sandgate School, Settlebeck High School and the University of
Cumbria

Together we deliver a number of collaborative courses. In 2010, we are offering 8 different Higher Diploma
lines. You will study the Principal Learning (PL) and Project element on 1 day of the week over the next 2
years. The Functional Skills and additional GCSEs (ASL) are studied as part of the KS4 curriculum at your
school.

What can | get from studying a Diploma?

Diplomas will provide you with:

1 ¢KS SljdA@lIfSylG 2F 1 D/ {9Qa 6n FakHdaghitfis possinley
that they will not be recognised as such by all colleges and employers

{1 acombination of the essential knowledge and skills related to the subject as well as things like
teamwork, self management and critical thinking skills that are valued by employers and
universities

1 opportunities to experience different styles of learning in different environments such as school,
college and the workplace

1 qualifications in functional English, Maths and ICT, as well as a Project qualification and a
minimum of 10 days work experience

1 Additional and Specialist (ASL) qualifications such as a GSCE in a subject of your choice (see your
teacher for the options available to you)

T aninsight into what a job is really like without committing to a career

1 progression routes into Advanced Diplomas, A Levels, Apprenticeships and employment with
training

{1 ahigh-quality qualification that is valued by industry, colleges and universities

What is different about a Diploma?
Diplomas allow you to learn both through theory and practice so you get to apply your knowledge in a
practical environment.

How are Diplomas assessed?

All Diplomas will be assessed through exams and course work marked by your teacher. Different parts of
each Diploma will be assessed in different ways (for example, your Project will usually be assessed by a
teacher).

Who might do a Diploma?

The Diploma will appeal to students of all abilities and ambitions who like to learn in practical ways that
they can relate to real life. The courses will give you a strong grounding in specific subject areas, but will
also ensure you have wider skills to prepare you for work in any field and for further and higher education.
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Creative and Media

An interdisciplinary approach is central to the Creative and Media Diploma. Learners will be able to choose
from at least 3 subject areas for the overall course enabling them to bring their ideas to life through making
and doing. The Creative and Media Diploma focuses on creative business and enterprise and firmly places
creative work within a business context.
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Business Administration and Finance

Providing a solid grounding in up-to-the-minute business skills, the Diploma in Business, Administration and
Finance will enable learners to develop an understanding of what business is all about and how it works in
practice. From developing essential life skills such as planning and managing personal finances

to developing skills needed for employment including flexibility, team working, communication and self
motivation, the Diploma in Business, Administration and Finance is the first step for the business leaders of
tomorrow.

Hospitality

The Diploma in Hospitality will help learners to understand the hospitality sector and support them in
developing the skills that will enable them to work in a wide range of careers. Like all other Diplomas, it will
appeal to students of all abilities and aspirations who like to learn about subjects in ways that relate to real
life.

Engineering

The Engineering Diploma introduces learners to the fascinating world of engineering. The Diploma covers
key principles and explores significant aspects of the role of an Engineer including research, design, product
development, manufacturing and production. It will captivate the imagination of all potential Engineers and
provide an understanding of how their future role could contribute positively to the world around them.

Environment and Land Based

The Diploma in Environmental and Land-based Studies will give learners the opportunity to explore the
varied relationship between humans and the world around them, from the value of plants and animals in
business to the impact of people on the environment. The Diploma in Environmental and Land-based
Studies encourages active investigation, from conducting field research on the use of the land-based and
aguatic environments to using tools and equipment safely to care for plants and animals.

Society Health and Development

If you want to have a career which really makes a difference consider the SHaD diploma. The Diploma will
give you an opportunity to learn more about the many opportunities in health and social care, working with
children and community justice which include teaching, nursing, social work, probation services and
working as a charity manager amongst many others! It will blend visits, outside speakers, placement, case
studies, projects and many other innovative ways of learning.

Sport and Active Leisure

The Sport and Active Leisure Diploma provides learners with a motivating learning experience, through a
blend of general education and applied learning within a coherent and stimulating programme. The
industry is hugely attractive to young people and is often seen as a gateway to other careers, largely
because of its ability to offer essential life skills through readily-available volunteer, part-time and seasonal
roles. The Sports and Active Leisure Diploma provides an education that helps learners to thrive in a
constantly changing global economy.

Construction and the Built Environment

The Diploma in Construction and the Built Environment provides learners with the underpinning knowledge
and basic skills needed in a wide range of industry areas. It explores the built environment in terms of its
economic, social and environmental impact on both individuals and communities. This Diploma also looks
at the different demands made upon land use over time as well as the activities which shape, develop and
influence the built environment. The Construction and the Built Environment Diploma provides an
understanding of how this key sector works from the inside out.

For more information on any of the options available to you, speak to your teachers and Connexions
Staff. Leaflets on each Diploma are available in School.
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Key Stage Four Courses Preferences Form

Please sign and return the completed Preference Form to the Heads of Year office by

Friday, 6™ February 2009.
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CORE

All students study English, Maths, Science, ICT, PE
and RS.

Languages (CORE)
All students continue to study at least one
Language. You must choose a language that you
have studied at Key Stage 3.
Languages

French

German

Spanish

tick one

OPTIONS

You are asked to choose four subjects and number
them from one to four, where one is your first
choice, and your fourth choice is a Reserve. We
hope to be able to give you your first three choices.

Number
from
1to4

Optional Subjects

Art and Design

Business Studies

Catering

Drama

French*

Geography

Health and Social Care(Double)**
History

Information & Communication Tech.
Music

Physical Education

Product Design Technology
Religious Studies

Science3

Systems and Control Technology
Study Plus

Textiles Technology

Functional Skills (compulsory for Diploma

Additional Courses

If you are interested in or have been asked to
consider any of these additional courses please tick
the relevant box.

Choosing these courses may affect other option
choices. We will be able to discuss this more after
initial choices have been made.

Additional Courses

Diploma in Business, Administration
and Finance

Diploma in Construction and the Built
Environment

Diploma in Creative and Media
Diploma in Engineering

Diploma in Environment and Land
Based Studies

Diploma in Hospitality

Diploma in Society Health and
Development

Diploma in Sport and Active Leisure
Young Apprenticeship

NVQ college course

ACE programme

Asdan COPE

Parents / carers who wish to discuss any of these
OK2A0Sa TFdz2NIKSNJ aKz2dz |
Tutor in the first instance.

Signed: (Parent / Carer)

students)

*If you choose French in the Options you should choose
German or Spanish in the Cofghoose languages you have

already studied.

**Health & Social Care is a double award GCSE@ndung
as twooptions. You need to numbemith two consecutive
numbers e.g. 2 and 3 (but not 3 and 4).

Date:
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